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Chapter 10 
 

The Law of Conditioned Genesis1 
 
Chapter 2 has noted that the unavoidable chain of causation is 
one of the two pillars in Buddhism. Likewise, Chapter 4 has 
mentioned the discourse of dependent arising. In this chapter, 
we will explain the ways in which things arise in accordance 
with this rule. Buddhists believe in the Law of Conditioned 
Genesis (Yuan Qi Fa), which governs birth, death, and 
transformation. The Sutra on Entering Lanka says that “All the 
dharmas are causally-produced”2. This idea can be summarized 
in the following passages. 
 
 
The Concept of the Arising of Myriad Things - The Law of 
Conditioned Genesis 
The myriad things in the universe, including all the things we 
see and encounter in this world, do not exist without reason. 
Neither do they occur by chance, nor do they exist separately. 
We could determine the causes of things through two 
references: one is “cause”, and another is “condition”, which is 
the final element that triggers the happening of an event. 
“Cause” and “condition” describe the processes of everything. 
The two concepts sound clear and easy to understand in theory, 
but cannot be divided as sharp as the evidence presented in a 
court of law, for there are endless layers of “causes” to produce 
an effect. In sum, an effect can be a reason for another effect. 
                                                        
1 緣起法.  
2 楞伽經說：“一切法, 因緣生.” 
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From a temporal perspective, a “cause” that initiates an effect 
may have existed long before a “condition” that triggers the 
effect. Without knowing the “condition”, the development of a 
thing might not be precisely predicted, but we can at least 
foretell that something is going to happen along a certain 
direction. 
 
The Law of Conditioned Genesis explains that myriad things 
arise and develop in accordance with a perfect system.  We 
should remember that not everything contains rewards and 
punishments. According to Buddhism, things such as the Big 
Bang can only be produced by certain “causes” and “conditions”. 
Through further examination, we will understand that “causes” 
and “conditions” are composed of layers of reasons. It is never 
possible to attribute one thing as the only reason. 
 
“Condition” can be seen as a secondary cause or sustaining 
cause. It is said that the sustaining reason maintains the 
continuing existence of a thing. 
 
There is an often quoted saying in Buddhism that “The 
accumulation of conditions lead to birth, whereas the scattering 
of conditions lead to death”.3 This expression is usually referred 
to describe the separation and reunion in a love relationship. 
Master Shi Jingyin, the former director of the Centre of 
Buddhist Studies at the University of Hong Kong explains that it 
is very difficult to identify the particular event that initiates the 
cause of divorce. 

                                                        
3 緣聚而生, 緣散而滅. 
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Some readers might ask: Is there such a thing as “fate” or 
“destiny”? The answer is yes. Then they might ask: If everything 
has been destined by our behaviours in the past worlds, is there 
any reason to offer up deeds of goodness in this world? The 
answer is yes. Even if one’s fate was originally destined to be 
bad, one could still alter one’s fate, as long as one carries out 
enough good deeds. 
 
Chapter 4 has introduced the story of Mr. Yuan Liaofan, an 
official of the Ming dynasty, to illustrate the point. Buddhism 
teaches us that all dharmas are impermanent. Wars might 
come. Natural disasters might fall upon us, severely damaging 
our environment. Therefore, we should seize opportunities to 
carry out good deeds, triggering good fruits to delay or 
eliminate evil retribution. 
 
I would like to tell a story of personal experience to illustrate 
how things could be triggered in unexpected situations. 
 
I once made a plan to push forward cultural education in 
mainland China. Several years ago, I purchased a tract of land of 
one million square feet on the outskirts of Beijing, planning to 
build a “Village of Eastern and Western Cultural 
Communications”, in order to promote traditional Chinese 
culture. I commissioned the construction of a campus 
comprised of five buildings. I invested a rather substantial 
amount of money in this project, hoping to develop cultural 
education and to gain a reasonable profit. For some reason, this 
aspiration of mine was not realized, and the proper conditions 
did not come about for further development. 
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Later on, things took a strange turn. An executive of a publicly 
listed company with some fame falsely alleged that his 
company was controlled by the family of Henry Fok, a 
renowned philanthropist and Vice Chairperson of the National 
Committee of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative 
Conference. In order to fulfill my aspiration for education, I 
collaborated with this company, and transferred 51% shares of 
my investment in Beijing’s campus to a branch office of this 
listed company in exchange for bonds issued by this branch 
company. However, this company never redeemed the bonds 
for me. It was later discovered that the alleged sharing holding 
of the philanthropist was also fabricated. The executive even 
brazenly stole 9 million Chinese yuan (approximately 1.2 million 
USD) under his custody. In the meantime, he made up excuses 
to absolve himself of responsibility, which ignited my fury. 
Wasn’t this business fraud? Out of normal reaction, I reported 
all of this to the local police station in China, which never 
responded to or registered my report. This deeply frustrated me. 
I felt so sick and tired of his dishonesty. 
 
Then, at this point in time and by coincidence, I came into 
contact with some of the lectures of a Buddhist teacher and I 
was introduced to him. This teacher’s elucidation enlightened 
me at once. I found that it was necessary for me to adjust my 
attitude, especially towards evil people. I realized that hatred 
could only hurt myself, and that the financial loss was rooted in 
the causes of evil planted in the past. Now I am suffering from 
the “retribution”. I noticed that I should try my best to publish a 
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book in English on Buddhism,4 introducing Buddhist studies to 
the Western societies. As a result, this thing turned to a 
completely unexpected result. A seemingly failed investment 
led to good deeds that could not be calculated in money. It 
eventually led to the publication of this manuscript. I believe 
that from the perspective of the meaning of life, promoting 
Buddhism is priceless. I should even thank the evil person who 
indirectly triggered the publication of this book. I do not care 
anymore about whether or not the evil person has received a 
just punishment. Through my personal experience, I hope to 
demonstrate that we could utilize the Buddha’s teachings to 
alter our fate and achieve happiness. 
 
 
Twelve Related Causes5 
Buddhist theories do not only explain the arising of things, but 
also the processes of life and death in terms of the principles of 
the so-called “Twelve Related Causes”. They are: ignorance, 
action-intentions, consciousness, name and form, the six-fold 
sphere of sense, contact, sensation, thirst, grasping, being, birth, 
and old age and death.6  
 
This important principle of Buddhism expounds that life is not 
created by chance. The scenario leading to the creation and the 
termination of the life of a human being is explained on a 
step-by-step basis. Instead of offering a deep and 
comprehensive explanation of this principle, this book merely 
uses general terms to briefly describe it, for it might be too 
                                                        
4 Edward P. H. Woo, Buddhism: The Big Picture Explained (Bloomington: iUniverse, 2008). 
5 十二因緣. 
6 十二因緣: 一無明, 二行, 三識, 四名色, 五六入, 六觸, 七受, 八愛, 九取, 十有, 十
一生, 十二老死. 
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complex to grasp for beginners. Those who would like to know 
more about this principle are recommended to read other 
related references.  
 
 
Summary - The Truth of the Operation of Myriad Things in the 
Universe 
Before ending the discussion of the Law of Conditioned Genesis 
and Twelve Related Causes, we ought to understand the reason 
why I brought up these issues. We ought to understand that 
these two concepts are very important in Buddhism, as they 
have explained the existence of the myriad things in the 
universe. 
 
To understand these two concepts, we shall also consider 
another idea that will be introduced in Chapter 22, in which I 
will talk about Master Huineng’s teaching that “intrinsic nature 
can produce all phenomena”. All phenomena include all things 
and the system of perfection addressed in Chapter 1. In other 
words, intrinsic nature evolves into the system of perfection in 
the process of producing all phenomena. From the author’s 
perspective, this system of perfection, together with the Law of 
Conditioned Genesis and Twelve Related Causes, explain life 
and everything in the universe. 
 


